
FG Discussion Questions (2/5/12)

“Our God is a Judge”

Hosea 5:1-7
1. Dan distinguished at the beginning of the sermon between discipline and wrath. What is the difference between the two? Does that difference lie more in what God does, or in how we react to it? 

2. The “Spirit of whoredom” (v4) was likened to the most common adulterer’s excuse: “my spouse wasn’t meeting my needs”. How does this spirit manifest itself in us – what needs do we feel we have that God isn’t meeting?

3. Verse 4 says “Their deeds will not allow them to return to their God.” Verse 6 says “[God] has withdrawn from them.” Obviously there is a gulf of separation between them and God, but are we the separators, or is God the separator? Read Romans 1:21-25. What do these verses suggest about how our sin separates us from God?

4. Luther said that idolatry is the root of all the other sins. Looking back at your life, has this been true of your experience?

5. We often think of seeking the Lord as the inherent opposite of pride, but v. 5-6 say that Israel was seeking the Lord in pride. What does this mean? How do we avoid pride when seeking the Lord today?

