
FG Discussion Questions (2/19/12)

“What Is Love?”

1 John 4:10 + Hosea

1. Is there a difference between saying “God is love” and “God is loving”? Are there other attributes that could be spoken of this way (e.g. “God is justice” or “God is mercy” rather than “God is just” or “God is merciful”)?

2. A.W. Tozer said, “When God in his justice sentences the sinner to die, he does not quarrel with the mercy of God; he does not quarrel with the kindness of God; he does not quarrel with his compassion or pity, for they are all attributes of a unitary God, and they cannot quarrel with each other.” How do we reconcile forgiveness and wrath both coming from the same God as responses to sin?

3. Matt defined love as “sacrificially seeking the highest good of another”. Where do love of money or self-love fit into this? Which part of the definition is perverted in these examples? What other sorts of love can you think of that don’t measure up to this definition?

4. Propitiation means “to make less angry”. Why does God need to be made less angry, and how does the sacrifice of Christ accomplish that? Read Hosea 6:1-3. Why couldn’t God just “chill out”?

5. (M/W time) Love is easy when we feel like giving it. But the first word of Matt’s definition was “sacrificially”. What are some ways you have succeeded or failed in loving sacrificially recently? What opportunities are facing you now?

