Fellowship Group Questions

Scandalous Love

Hosea 1:1-3

1) From what you know about the biblical context of the book of Hosea, why does the author begin by telling the reader that “The Word of the LORD (YHWH)” came to Hosea? How is the Word of God meant to function in our lives?

2) Verse 2 says that the land (or the people of Israel) commits whoredom.  Why does God liken Israel to an unfaithful spouse?  How does seeing sin as unfaithfulness change your view of it?

3) If Israel has decided to “forsake” (1:2) their husband and God, then why does God continue to pursue her?  Why not judge Israel just like he did Egypt, Sodom & Gomorrah, and others?  This picture of God’s faithfulness to Israel is shocking! Can you explain it?

4) How does the life and ministry of Hosea point to God’s scandalous love in Jesus Christ? Read and explain 1 Corinthians 1:23.

5) [For Men’s and Women’s Time]Where are you most profoundly being Gomer right now? In other words, at what place in your life are you giving yourself to the world’s crooked values and ideals? What would it look like to turn back to Jesus in this area? 

a. I am Gomer with my sense of companionship

b. I am Gomer with my identity & self-worth

c. I am Gomer with my well-being & security 

d. I am Gomer with my Justification

e. I am Gomer with my satisfaction 

f. I am Gomer with __________________

